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All of us In Wonderland * How Local Lesbians Hit The Big Time 


Chapter Four 


The Sunday Scene - Popcorn and Puppies 


Still another evening in the City By The Bay stretches before us. 
But this time we're ready. We're up. We're on. We're goin' for it. We 
KNOW we've got the Ladies' Club scene in San Fransisco all figured out, 
finally. 

"And,'' I say to my companions as I casually flip through the Women's 
Club Guide, "now that we know what to expect at the clubs, we're gonna have 
a REAL good time...'cause Sunday night really hops in this town." 

All three of them give me a funny look. 

"Hey,'' I assure them, "I know. I've been here before...once." 

We decide to meet in an hour, dressed to kill, and hit a place called 
"A Little More". According to our guide book it's a club “with an exciting 
crowd worth seeking out.'' Oh, our toes and fingers tingle just thinking 
about it. 

*We Arrive* 


The four of us pause in the doorway and, eyes blinking in disbelief, 
try to take in “A Little More’. It’s’ a Jot less.” sin fact, 10 emnocnioe. 
Across a lonely expanse of dance floor are a few empty tables and chairs. 
Next to these is the bar where the co-owners are leaning, munching popcorn 
and watching TV. 

"C'mon in girls. Don't mind - it's a little slow tonight." 

My lover tugs at my sleeve. '"You were dead right about Sundays," she. 
whispers sweetly. "Really dead." We start to walk across the deserted 
floor. Our footsteps echo embarrassingly. My lover leans dramatically 
against me for support. "I don't thing I can take all this excitement," 
she gasps. 

"Just sit yourselves down and git comfy." Our hosts begin to bustle 
around us. "do you want music or the TV?" 

So much so soon —- we are speechless with indecision. 

The proprietors decide to keep the party atmosphere going by having 
both on. 

Suddenly a huge mongrel bounds at us from the far side of the room. 
Muggins, we are told, just loves company. The dog plops herself down by 
my lover's feet and looks up longingly. 

"Don't look now," I smile knowingly at my lover, "but I thing 
Muggins wants this dance." 


Karen 


Next chapter: Cruising the Park 


Showtase 


“Venus of the Month 


* Venus governs Love, haumony, artistry, 
feminine sexuality, attraction, and the 
ability to integrate existing influences 
d4nto a unt{ied whole. 


This may be hard for some of you 
who know her to believe, but Louise 
Gagne once frightened the wits out of 
someone. That person was a nun (whose 
friends had only informed her that 
their destination was a gay dance 
shortly before their arrival). Louise 
innocently asked her to dance and the 
poor lady panicked! All turned out 
well however. 

Louise is the quiet, shy person 
who is presently the president of 
WOMONSPACE. She has also served as 
vice-president on the interim board, 
and has coordinated dance ticket sales 
for about a year. Back in 1978, she 
became the first woman counsellor at 
GATE. Then, when the initial WOMON- 
SPACE meetings were announced, Louise 
was happy to get involved. 

Warm appreciation is extended to 
our Venus of the Month for all the 
time and energy she has put in on 
behalf of her sisters. 


Lindy 


Activities ~ 


No dance in May: The next Womonspace 
dance will be held on June 18. 


Women on wheels: Come and rollerskate 
at Sports World (8124-113 Ave) on 
Sunday, May 22, from 3:00-5:00 pm. 
Bring your friends; it's only 
$3.00/person! 


| COMMON WOMAN 


BOOKS 
Alberta’s Only Feminist Bookstore 


non-sexist children's books 
records * jewelry * t-shirts 
fiction * feminist theory 
overcoming male § female stereotypes 
a good selection of lesbian literature 


Tuesday & Wednesday: 11 am. - 5 p.m. 
Thursday & Friday: 1] a.m. - 9 p.m. 
Saturday: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 


8208 - 104 Street 432-9344 


Camping: A camping trip is planned 
for the July 15-17 weekend. 
Watch for more info on this. 


Softball: There wasn't enough interest 
(especially when the financial 
outlay is considered) to form an 
official league team, but you can 
still play! A fun league meeting 
will be announced. 


Calgary: A bus will be organized for 
women wishing to hear Robin Tyler, 
or take in the conference, in 
Calgary on May 13 & 14. There are 
more details on the conference 
elsewhere in this issue. 


Like Me 


Sure as I was born 

You're lonely. 

It's branded on you 
Like a scar on skin 


Sure as someday we'll die 

I'll never feel like now again. 

You are the most beautiful woman 

I've ever known or seen. 

Your image started as a vague shape 

In my periphery 

Then grew focussed into a devastating dream 


I wish I'd known you better and 

I wish that you'd known me. 

I wish fate had been kinder: 
Allowed things differently, for as 


Sure as I was born 

You're lonely, 

Though you function expertly. 

My precious, you're another survivor 
A tough, sometimes tragic woman 

- Like me. 


DIANE M. 


When naked wings of fire alight 

On trembling breasts 

Hands caress the gentle folds of night 
As starry thighs glisten 

In liquid moonlight 


Fingers touch open lips 
Heat swells the gentle folds of time 
As the sun explodes to meet the glitter 


Stars rain down on quilted snow 


And the morning sits gently 
On the bedpost. 


GAIL 


Inside life surged through narrow 
passageways and twisted corridors 

All doors were closed 

Faster and faster I went 

Images blurred 

Time disappeared and distances 
floated into blue haze 

Til I was standing naked 

In a shaft of white light 

Looking up 


And I grew stronger 

Vibrations swelled inside me 

Tears of release oozed out of 
forgotten pores 


I tilted sharply 

And sped sideways through the 
COrridorso! slaene 

Until it dispersed into a spectrum 
of colour 

And I with it 


I was all it was 

And seeing all, too 

All things were sounds of colour 
Waiting to be harmonized 

By you. 


GAIL 


you are what is female 
you shall be called Eve 
and what is masculine shall be called God. 


And from your name Eve we shall take 
the word Evil. 
and from God's, the word Good. 


now you understand patriarchal morality 
JUDY GRAHN 


Judy Grahn, The Work of a Common 
Woman, (Oakland, CA: Diana Press), 
1978, 
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Membership Application 


WOMONSPACE is Edmonton's only non-profit social, recreational and 
educational resource group for lesbians. And we are run by our members. 
This means that as a member of WOMONSPACE, you have the unique opportunity 
to create as much as partake in social activities planned just for us. 
WOMONSPACE gives you a chance to share your skills and meet women with 
similar interests while contributing to a social community of our very 
own. As part of your membership application, please take the time to 
answer the following questions. It will help us better serve your needs 
in the future. All information that you entrust to WOMONSPACE is held 
strictly CONFIDENTIAL. 


1. What activities would you like to see sponsored by WOMONSPACE? 


2. What are your interests and hobbies? 


3. What special skills or talents do you have? (eg: photography, typing, 
organizational, etc.) 


4, What expectations do you have of WOMONSPACE? 


5. Are you interested in volunteering? If so, in what capacity? 


RREKRRKRRKRKERKREKRKRRRRRRRERERERRRRRRERKERERERERERRRRRRKRRERRRERRRRRRRRRRRRERRRRERRE 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: 
MAILING ADDRESS: 
PHONE: 
AGE: 
Please enclose your annual membership fee of ten dollars (10.00) 
and return to WOMONSPACE, c/o Every Woman's Place, 9926-112 Street, 
Edmonton. A membership card will be forwarded to you. Please do not 


send cash through the mail. 
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DIALOGUE OF DISTANCE 


Remember, i say, remember 

What it is like for me to love you 
Remember the way i touch you 
Remember, i say 

She nods and smiles and flies away 


I receive a message from her today 
All it says is: 
I have forgotten 


Remember, she says, remember 

What it is like for me to leave you 
Remember the ways i cannot touch you 
Remember, she says 

I nod and sigh and she flies away 


I send her a message today 
All it says is: 
Come home 


Remember, i say, remember 

What it is like for me to love you 
Remember the ways i touch you 
Remember, i say 

She nods and smiles and flies away 


Today i receive a message from her 
All it says is: 
I have forgotten 


Remember, she says, remember 

What it is like for me to leave you 
Remember the ways i cannot touch you 
Remember, she says 

I nod and sigh and she flies away 


I send her a message today 
All it says is: 
I cannot forget 


Remember, i say, remember 

What it is like for me to love you 
Remember the ways i touch you 

I touch the back of your mind 

And reach behind retinal lies 
Remember, i say 


I receive another message from her 
All it says is: 
I have forgotten 


Remember, she says, remember 

What it is like for me to leave you 

Remember the ways i cannot touch you 
but you touch the back of my mind 
and reach behind retinal lies 

Remember the ways i cannot touch you 

Remember, she says 

I nod and sigh and she flies away 


Today i send her a message 
All it says is: 
I cannot forget 


Her final reply: 
Cannot or will not? 


SHELLEY BLUE 


Shelley Blue, The Fourteenth Witch, 


(Watertown, Mass.: Persephone Press), 
LOT 7. 


she & i 


when she & i were 6 

we chased each other 

round an open lot. 

declared ourselves wild 
thouroughbreds no man could catch 


no matter how he tried. 


when she & i were 9 

our 4th grade teacher 
called on 1 of us in class 
& always got us both. 

we answered to 


each others names. 


when she & i were 12 

she said i couldnt walk her home. 
she said she had another girlfriend 
& she didnt want to talk. 

she said that she was growing up 


& didnt need me anymore. 
when she & i were 14 


& were strangers 
still i hadnt understood... 


DIANE STEIN 


The Coming Out Stories, ed. Julia 
Penelope Stanley and Susan J. Wolfe 


(Watertown, Mass.: Persephone), 1980. 


Elections : 


Nominations for all positions on the 
Board of Directors for WOMONSPACE will 
be taken at the May general meeting. 

The positions are as follows: 


President 


Chairperson, signing officer 
and spokesperson for WOMONSPACE. 


Duties: 


Vice-President 


Duties: Act as president in her absence, 
head a committee, act as a 
liason between other organiza- 
tions and WOMONSPACE. 

Secretary 

Duties: Take and keep minutes of all 
meetings, keep records, handle 
and organize all correspondence. 

Treasurer 

Duties: Receive all revenues, be respon- 


sible for all receipts and all 
disbursements, a monthly finan- 


cial statement, an annual audited 


statement. 


Director-At-Large of Membership 


Duties: Keep accurate membership list, 
notify members of deadline for 
renewal, receive and forward 


membership funds to treasurer, 


keep all information confidential. 


Director-At-Large of Activities 


Promote cultural entertainment 
and recreation for the members. 


Duties: 


Director-At-Large of Public Relations 


Duties: Spokesperson for WOMONSPACE in 
conjunction with the president, 
public statements on WOMONSPACE 
policies and positions, arrange 
and promote educational events 
related to the objectives of 
WOMONSPACE and those which 
increase the body of knowledge 


on lesbianism. 


Food for Thought ~ 


Women in Today's World 


Some general facts and data on the 
situation in today's world, particularly 
in the Third World countries. According 
to UN agencies’ statements, women and 
girls are half the world's population. 
They take care of two thirds of the 
world's work hours, receive a tenth of 
the world's income, and possess less 
than a hundredth of the world's property. 
In education, two out of three of the 
world's illiterates are women. On the 
average, a woman is still paid only one 
half to three quarters of the money that 
a man can earn for doing the same job. 
One third of all families are now headed 
by women because of divorce. And women 
are responsible for 50 percent of the 
total food production. 


Overall the double burden of women - 
that of bearing and caring for children 
and family as well as working outside 
the home remains "the heaviest millstone 
around the neck of female emancipation." 
And the more basic problem is that while 
her outside work is generally under- 
valued, her homework is often invisible. 
A man laying a water pipe is part of the 
statistics of development. A woman 
carrying a day's supply of water is not. 
And it is on the 1600 million women in 
the Third World that the burden of 
double jobs falls most heavily. On the 
average, her working day starts at 4:30 
or 5:00 am and ends 16 hours later. Her 
work is a painful struggle to meet the 
basic needs of her family - food, water, 
firewood, clothes, health care and a 
home. Among younger women, such work is 
commonly combined with frequent preg- 
nancy, childbirth and breastfeeding. 
Such exhausting processes wage a heavy 
toll on the women's bodies; especially 
so when compounded by inadequate food 
and long hours of back breaking work 
in the fields. 


Reprinted from: ''Focus on Justice", 
Joint Newsletter of the Social 
Justice Commission and the 
Development and Peace Committee, 
Archdiocese of Edmonton, No. 36 
February, 1983. ’ 


Coming Events ~ Other 
Organizations 


Gay Pride Week: June 24 - July 3 is 
reserved this year for a variety 
of celebrations.. Picnics, dances, 
games, and more will be offered 
so keep that week open! 


Women's Night: Every Thursday night 
is Women's Night at GATE. 7-10 
pm, 10173-104 Street. Everyone 
is welcome. 


Every Woman's Place: Women's Pub 
Night - May 14, 8:00 pm. Women 
only. No admission charge. 


Edmonton Conference 

on Violence: "Ending the Silence", 
a conference exploring violence 
against women will be held May 
27-29. An extensive variety of 
workshops will be offered as 
well as two keynote speakers: 
Kate Millet, feminist author and 
artist - appearing May 27 at 7:30 
pm in the Tory Bldg., U of A. 
Debra Lewis, Vancouver feminist 
and co-author of "Rape : The Price 
of Coercive Sexuality" - appearing 
Saturday and Sunday at the U of A. 
For more information please contact 
Susan at 488-8863. 


Calgary's First 

Lesbian Conference: May 13th and 14th. 
Robin Tyler Performing! Lesbian/ 
Feminist comic Robin Tyler will be 
appearing May 13 at 7 and 9 pm at 
the Alberta Vocational Centre, 
332-6 Ave. S.E. The conference 
will be held on Saturday, May 14, 
from 10:00-5:00 at the Alberta 
Vocational Centre. 
Womyn's Dance - Friday, May 13 at 
the CUPE Hall, 104-13 Ave. S.E. 
Mixed Dance - Saturday, May 14 at 
the MCC Hall, 16 Ave & lst St. N.W. 
Call 264-6328 or 262-1873 for more 
details. 


Vancouver ; 

Lesbian Conference: The 1983 B.C. Regional 
Conference will be held in Vancouver 
during the May long weekend. For more 
information call Rachel at 876-3629. 


Women and Words / 

les femmes et les mots: A bilingual 
country-wide conference held in 
Vancouver from June 30 to July 3 
on the U of BC campus. The 
conference will bring together 
women working with the written 
word for an exchange of views 
and expertise. The conference 
will be structured around issues, 
problems and innovations for 
women in associated literary 
fields. For more information 
contact the West Coast Women 
and Words Society, Vancouver. 


GATE 


GAY ALLIANCE TOWARD EQUALITY 


10173°104 St. EDMONTON (403)424-8361 


*DROP-IN CENTRE 

*PEER COUNSELLING 
“SPEAKERS BUREAU 
“CIVIL RIGHTS 


Further Info: 


Membership Fees: As of May 1, 1983, 
a membership fee of ten dollars 
(10.00) annually will be required 
of anyone wishing to belong to 
WOMONSPACE. 


Elections: Nominations for all 
WOMONSPACE board positions will 
be taken during the May meeting. 
See "Elections" in this issue 
for more information. 


We Have An Office! WOMONSPACE now 
has a place. Please direct all 
future correspondence or inquiries 
to — WOMONSPACE, c/o Every Woman's 


Lesbian Drop In: WOMONSPACE has plans 
for a weekly Lesbian coffee night 
to be held at Every Woman's Place, 
9926-112 Street. We have not yet 
decided on a night. Any 
suggestions? 


Submissions: Anything you want to 

see in this newsletter (and we'll 
take anything we can get) must be 
submitted no later than the 10th 
of every month. Contact Shane at 
452-3416 or Karen at 439-1540, or 
mail submissions to "Womonspace 
News", c/o Every Woman's Place, 
9926-112 Street, Edmonton. 


Place, 9926-112 Street, Edmonton. 


General Meetings are held on the second 
Tuesday of every month at Every Woman's 
Place, 9926-112 Street. The next one 
is May 10, 7:30 pm. 


a L\* See 
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* MANN, A.T. The rzound art: the 
astrology of time and space. 
Edited by Donald Lehmkuh2 and 
Many Fkanagan. Cheltenham, Glos.: 
Paper Tiger, 1979. 


WOMONSPACE NEWS is published monthly by Womonspace Social and 
Recreational Society of Edmonton. WOMONSPACE is a non-profit, 
social, recreational and educational organization for lesbians 


in Edmonton. Mailing address: 'Womonspace News', c/o Every 
Woman's Place, 9926-112 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1L7 


